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Established during WESTPAC-XV at Tokyo in 11-13 March 2025

Mandate

The Task Force will provide strategic and actional recommendations on the scoping, coordination,
and implementation of the Ocean Literacy portfolio of activities in the region, as well as develop,
promote and support ocean literacy initiatives tailored to the region’s cultural, economic, and
ecological contexts.

7 Feb 2026
Prog ress National inputs collection
End of April 2026
March 2025 May - June 2025 October 2025 ~ 6Jan 2026 First draft complete Nov 2026
Established during  Call for Expert of Ocean 1st GOE meeting: Scoping 2nd GoE meeting: coordination May to August 2026 Publish as an UNESCO
WESTPAC-XV at Tokyo Literacy Task Force Workshop for Ocean for Publication: Ocean Literacy Revise and feedback from experts ~ Rublication

VR >, Literacy Task Force, online jn the WP, online

End of September 2026
Finalize the draft, initiate visual design




- ; rav. Unesco
WESTPAC Intersessional Task Force on Ocean Literacy S e g

Group of Experts

Members

Abigail Sisti Anis Faisal Reza Anna Oposa Danfeng Weng

An open-ended Group of Experts NOAA N oo Sricn U5 Gu g Loak soan, _ Sov il Sk, Prilsines T e of esanoephy,Chi
(GoE) recommended and nominated
by Member States, reflecting the
multi-stakeholder nature of ocean

.'—

Dao Viet Ha Ferdiansyah Ferdika Faeyza Lalith Amaralal Kariyawasam Mahadi Mohammad
. Institute of Oceanography, Vietnam Coordinating Ministry for Human National Aquatic Resources Research Universiti Sains Malaysia, Malaysia
I I te ra Cy Development and Culture of the and Development Agency, Sri Lanka
Republic of Indonesia, Indonesia

bt%

15 Experts 11 Member States 41

&
Mohamed Redza Mohamed Polina Lobanova Qicheng Meng Sachiko Oguma
Zakaria Department of Oceanology, Institute of Second Institute of Oceanography, Ocean Policy Research Institute,
University Malaya, Malaysia Earth Science, Saint-Petersburg State China Sasakawa Peace Foundation, Japan

University, Russia

9 Females 1 ECOP

\

Soyeona Park Suchana Apple Chavanich Syarifah Aini Dalimunthe
Korea National Ocean Science Department if Marine Science, Research Center for Population,
Museum, Republic of Korea Chulalongkorn University, Thailand National Research and Innovation

Agency, Indonesia




WESTPAC Intersessional Task Force on Ocean Literacy _,
15t GoE Meeting:

Objectives

* Take stock of ocean literacy efforts in the Member States

* |dentify challenges and opportunities Scoping Workshop for the WESTPAC

. : : : £ Intersessional Task Force
Foster collaboration to advance ocean literacy in the Western Pacific. on Ocean Literacy

) [ ) [ :
Participation & Presentations
boosts readiness for ocean risks, |8
supports sustainability,and |8

nurtures next generations'

experts from countries participated the workshop kit s A

Presentations were delivered, covering:

Jointly, we will

e Share efforts on Ocean
Literacy in Western
Pacific

.
* |dentify challenges and
opportunities -
« Inspire collective actions
to advance Ocean 0 c 2 2
Literacy in the region

DO PMI{G
|1II?1T'

* National development status of OL
(Relevant policy or strategic
frameworks, Ongoing or completed
initiatives, existing tools and materials...)

 Challenges & gaps =" | =

e Su g gesti ons to the Task Force N roup photo of the online Scoping Workshop on 9™ October 2025
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15t GoE Meeting:
Scoping Workshop on Ocean Literacy in the Western Pacific

Key Discussions: Action Points:

1. Develop a WP regional ocean literacy synthesis:
take stock Member State efforts and document
good practices to enable cross-learning.

* QOcean literacy is gaining popularity, but efforts
remain fragmented, with limited coordination and
weak outcome measurement.

* Insufficient regional synthesis and cross-learning 2. Explore funding opportunities, including joint

limit scaling-up of good practices.

Participants called for stronger international
collaboration, including wider sharing of tools,
materials, and best practices.

Ocean research is essential to provide credible
evidence for effective communication and the
development of ocean literacy resources.

Strengthen institutional support by leveraging
existing national initiatives and institutions.

proposals, topics concerning local communities
and traditional/Indigenous knowledge.

. Contribute to UNESCO/JFIT “Ocean Literacy for

Journalists” in four pilots (Indonesia, Malaysia,
Philippines, Thailand) to strengthen media
engagement and ocean-literate communication.

Summary of the Workshop is
available online, please scan the QR
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Oceanographic 2030 of Ocean Science

Commission for Sustainable Development

Output: Ocean Literacy Outlook in the Western Pacific

Why Ocean Literacy Matters Three Key Drivers
in the Western Pacific

Ocean Literacy & R - . A.regionofoceanpeople
in the Western Pacific : snvtass s com

and livelihoods closely connected
From Knowledge to Action

to the ocean

« Establish a baseline

Facing growing pressures

for a H ealthy, ReSI|Ient a nd - & > _ - . . - Climate change, biodiversity loss, Respond to gl°bal s"engthen public Ernpowe_r young people
j i 3 i pollution, and competing ocean uses ocean agendas and understanding and and cultivate future -
Sustainable Ocean . y > - i national strategic priorities translate knowledge ocean leadership u n e r S a ' ' I n O e O S
"5 — - People as part of the solution International commitments into action Investing in youth today
‘ X A oocaerts BocletyTs esoential anf.l ?gtlonal devel_opmen( Ocean Literacy helps people builds lf\e scie(msls.
A Regional Stocktake P : for informed decisions, active participation priofities pre creating strond make informed choices, professionels, inovators " ”
g = : y - and Gcean Ssarthp momentum for Ocean Literacy. participate in solutions and community leaders "
and support behavior change. of tomorrow. I n e ‘ e gl O n y
1/8 A healthier ocean depends on a more ocean-literate society. 3/8

Policy and Institutional Anchoring Multiple Pathways of Implementation Key Challenges and Gaps

Ocean Literacy is generally embedded in broader frameworks for education, Countries e adv-ancmg Ocean Literacy through complementary and 3 = _ |

ocean governance, sustainable development and climate resilience. mutually reinforcing pathways. Fragmented policy and implementation d
e F Diverse mandates and actors can lead to duplication

~ R —

ol T . and limited coordination.
g National strategies
Russia ) X and legislation

4 .;Japan Education and sectoral
N frameworks
~7 Republic of Korea

» Facilitate cross-learning
and the exchange of
knowledge, experience,

Uneven integration in formal education
Ocean-related content is often dispersed or optional, -
with varying access to trained teachers and quality materials.

N\ N china Knowledge-awareness-action gap :
1 ; :' Itk S i Scientific knowledge is not always translated into accessible, "
Y ernment, academia, mdny, o o 5 ~ . : R €
; % VietNam (o ines ;"WMW Detvate sectc) Formal education Informal learning Public awareness Community and culturally relevant and action-oriented communication.
Thailand b5 Integrating - aataTonS and media cultural engagement ;
! N . 5
6" g 3 ocean-related content science centres and Science communication, Citizen science, : 5 . A .
Malaysia ?.ver:e a;:pf.oache: adapted i echooli s highee i engageerit vadtionaland social medd,  conemunity basedo e, Sustéaﬂaple financing and llml.ted evaluatlon'
R b (N 0 Nationas G GUIEEESSS education programmes creative approaches traditional and indigenous Many initiatives rely on short-term projects, and monitoring often
{indgnesia > knowledge focuses on activities rather than outcomes and behavior change.
4/8 5/8

* Provide strategic insights to
support the scaling up of
KNP | ... v ocean stewardship across

of good practices and lessons leamed and regional partners .
for a healthier, more

Way Forward WESTPAC'’s Regional Role

From dispersed activities to a more connected Ocean Literacy ecosystem

Strengthen policy Build capacity Enhance Strengthen Promote regional

integration and resources science-to-society evaluation cross-learning S ’
Anchor Ocean Literacy Support educators, communication Develop indicators Share good practices, =  Support development Catalyse collaborative reS|l|e ntan d e I e I O n
in key national frameworks communicators and Use clear, credible that measure changes co-develop knowledge of regional knowledge products initiatives and capacity building . bl ]
(e.g. blue economy, institutions with training, and culturally resonant in knowledge, attitudes, products and implement and tools sustainable ocean.

biodiversity, climate adaptation).  materials and inf icture., ges and media. participation and behavior. joint initiatives.




Ocean Literacy for Journalists
Southeast Asia
Nov 2025_ Nc_)v 2027)
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An exploratory initiative supported by the Japanese Funds-in-
rusts for UNESCO

From
the People of Japan



Why Ocean Literacy?
Why Journalists?

uneslco 20(26:— -

Cmm.sgs.oﬁh 2030 o e elopment

Ocean science - public awareness - societal action -
policy transformation

Scientific communities €2 policymakers €< coastal
communities €2 wider society

100% — Funding
1%
More ocean literacy among journalists
80% Journalism collaboration
M High
Access to data
60% Medium
= Low Investigative techniques
40% B Refuse Access to sources
Support to attend conferences
m Don't know
20% Online training
1% 8% An increase in demand for ocean stories
0%
Ocean literacy Support with equipment
in reporting

81%
NGOs news sites

Academic journals
Reports
Newspapers
United Nations
Scientists

Social media

Other

0% 10% 20% 30% 40% 50% 60% 70%

(Pulitzer Center, 2024)

56% of journalists identified a need for enhanced ocean literacy to improve coverage.

49% of journalists emphasized the importance of collaboration.

47% of journalists pointed to better access to data.




Objective, Outputs and Activities
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Objective: to enhance ocean literacy of journalists or media professionals in the Western Pacific, by enhancing their
understanding of ocean and ocean science, fostering collaborative networks between journalists/media groups and ocean
experts/institutions, promoting regionally and locally relevant ocean narratives.

Output 1

A comprehensive
assessment formulated for
pilot countries

/ Conduct \

situation analysis in pilot
countries, to identify
partners, assess gaps and
needs, make
recommendations.

Co-design with
pilot countries a list of
priority activities to
Improve journalists’ ocean

\Ilte racy. Y

Output 2

Institutional partnerships
established, and journalists’ ocean
literacy enhanced

Develop tailored training
tools/modules and/or media toolkit on ocean
literacy for journalists.

Conduct national training
workshops for targeted groups of journalists.

Provide institution-based

internship opportunities for young journalists.

Conduct guided field trips for
journalists.

Output 3

Best practices analyzed and
consolidated for broader impact
and scale-up

Activity 3.1: Develop a project
website and other promotional
materials to enhance visibility.

Activity 3.2: Organize

engagement activities to
analyze and consolidate activities
outputs and impacts, identify
good practices, and enlarge
engagement for replication and
scaling-up.



Implementation Strateqy Wi unesco €

Commission
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Task F o Lit |IOC Sub-Commission for the
| askorce on Licean Literacy | Western Pacific (WESTPAC)
(including member from the Sasakawa Foundation)

. y
N Technical support
Lessons & resources
Activities carried out in four pilot countries
Indonesia Philippines
Thailand Philippines

) 4 . 4
« National Research « University of
Malaysia and Innovation Philippines Diliman

Agency (BRIN) .
* Universiti Sains NATCOM

Malaysia (USM)

Indonesia Ministry of Higher
Education

Department of Marine a

Coastal Resources,
Chulalongkorn Universit

+ national governmental agencies, research institution,
universities, media groups, and ...




Situation analysis in four pilot countries

15-25 Feb 2026

Launch an open call to
Consultancy for Scoping
Exercise (Output 1)

38 applications received

4-6 March 2026
Interviewed with

qualified candidates
from 4 pilot countries

/‘-..0

WESTPAC. @
2021 oot or
T on g o3 2030 for sustainable Development
2 Jun 2026
25 March 2026 R 2026 B ond
Conducted 2 rounds of consultation |0rganized Kick-off 8
with 4 selected candidates for a meeting for Scoping Monthly Progress

Reporting meeting
with consultants

quality and feasible technical
proposals that tailored for national
content and culture background

Exercise with 4
consultants

[__‘—- O
To Identify media groups and potential

partners, assess capacity development needs
and gaps, analyze existing ocean literacy
resources, and make recommendations on
potential tools and activities.

Thailand
afian Philippines

Malaysia

Indonesia

Experts for the Scoping Exercise

Indonesia

Malaysia Thailand

Philippines

Yogi Setya Permana
Climate and Environmental

Siou Woon Ong

Frances Camille Pipope Panitchpakdi
Public Policy Architect and

RIVERA Deputy Director
Governance Executive Strategist Co-founder pG y l
National Research and Penang Institute, Malaysia S er?era ’
Innovation Agency (BRIN) Oceanus Conservation, ThaiPBS,
Philippines Thailand
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Key findings and planned activity in 2027 i weso ©

Oceanographic of Ocean Science
Commission 2030 for Sustainable Development

%, +63 9194506688 %) Login & SignUp Q SEARCH

u u unesco WE§JI5AC @, 10C WESTPAC 2027 ABOUT v PARTICIPATION v ABSTRACT SUBMISSION v  PROGRAMME - LOGISTIC INFORMATION v @"
Ke!! flndlnSIs 2 &)Y MANILA, PHILIPPINES & i

12" WESTPAC International Marine Science Conference
& 3" UN Ocean Decade Regional Conference

From Knowledge to Action: Connecting Science, Policy, and Society for a Resilient Western Pacific

o The Western Pacific has a strong and diverse foundation for i
Ocean Literacy, but its full potential has yet to be realized. , i : ==

E7 OCEANLITERACY FOR COASTAL RESILIENCE AND SUSTAINABLE BLUE FUTURES IN THE WESTERN PACIFIC

O Ocean theracy IS eVO|VI ng beyond educatlon and awa ren eSS A Mahadi Mohammad, Suchana Apple Chavanich, Anna Oposa, Syarifah Aini Dalimunthe, Mohamed Redza Bin Mohamed Zakaria, Danfeng Weng
towards societal engagement, responsible behaviour, and ocean e
Stewa rdShIp A CONVENERS ) SESSION DESCRIPTION
Mahadi Mohammad Ocean literacy is increasingly recognised as a critical enabler of sustainable ocean
. . . . . . Centre for Marine and Coastal Studies (CEMACS) governance, resilient coastal communities, and inclusive blue economy development in
@) DIVG rSIty IS a reglonal Strength . The prlo rlty ShOUId be tO Universiti Sains Malaysia (USM) the Western Pacific. This session will provide a regional platform to share innovative
0 C 0 0 0 = 2 approaches, partnerships, and practical solutions that strengthen public understanding,
strengthen existing approaches and institutional coordination
1 Department of Marine Science, Chulalongkorn ocean sustainability. Contributions are invited on marine education, citizen science,
rather than promOte a u nIfOrm mOdel " University, Thailand integration of indigenous and local knowledge, science communication, digital outreach,
youth leadership, community-based conservation, and ocean literacy capacity
Anna Oposa development. The session particularly welcomes interdisciplinary and transboundary
o Strengthening the connection between ocean science and society Seve Philippine Seas, Bhilppines approschies that connect marine sclence with policymakers, edicators, industry, NGOS,
. . . i the media, and coastal communities. Discussions will focus on practical pathways to
IS a Crltlcal p r|0rlty Syarifah Aini Dalimunthe transform ocean knowledge into behavioural change, societal action, and long-term ocean

Research Center for Population, National Research stewardship aligned with the UN Ocean Decade and the Sustainable Development Goals.

and lnno
=)

o Investment in Ocean Literacy among young people is a long-term
investment in ocean science capacity, responsible citizenship, and
future ocean leadership.

o The Western Pacific's diversity creates valuable opportunities for
Member States to learn from one another and adapt successful
approaches to their national circumstances.



Strategic Recommendations and Way Forware

ANMEX IV

Termsof Reference o Strengthen the Task Force's

Intersessional Task Force on Ocean Literacy

1 Objective effectiveness and continuity through

Ocean Literacy has gained increasing attention worldwide over the past decade. Ocean

Literacy is defined as “the understanding of human influence on the ocean and the ocean periOdiC memberShip renewa/ and the

influence on humans™. It not only provides a fundamental means to enhance ocean knowledge
and raise public awareness, but also provides tools and a comprehensive approach to empower

citizens and stakeholders to act in a more responsible manner for our ocean and its resources. engagement Of neW experts,

The Ocean Literacy Task Force is initiated to drive the development of ocean literacy in
the Western Pacific and adjacent areas.

2. Terms of Reference

The Task Force will be open-ended. It will be composed of experts recommended by

il Ut i A g i st o Facilitate regional cross-learning and

agencies, educational and research institutions, private sectors and foundations.

Experts il be Seleced based on thei exprts, woring experince i ocean ltracy knowledge exchange to promote the
;”miﬂg"n'é'fn‘?; ek Foroe wil elect fis Chair and vicecrair o 3 cal and . . .

The Task Force will provide strategic and actional recommendations on the scoping, Sharlng’ adap ta tlon’ and Scallng Up Of
coordination, and implementation of the Ocean Li‘tﬂ'ﬂt::'!l' porifolio ::_Ifa::tiuilias in the region, as well . . .
el e L g e IO L T good practices in Ocean Literacy.

. Fru_'uil:ln strategic recommendations or directions for advancing Ocean Literacy in the

region;
» |dentify, develop, coordinate and implement Ocean Literacy initiatives in the region,

ensuring they are tailored to the needs of Member States in the region and aligned
with the UN Ocean Decade goals;

Y e e o Keep developing and/or promoting hew

opportunities for co-developing and mobilizing financial and in-kind support for
Ocean Literacy initiative(s);

- centficaton f synertes with eevant erganizations and instutons trested Initiatives to enhance capacity for

promoting Ocean Literacy, including among UNESCO Sectors, international

organizatons, educationallacademic insitutons, NGOS and prvate sector effective science communication and

» Actively participate in the Task Force regular meetings, and interact with other

Ocean tracy communtis public enagement.

The open-ended Task Force will be formed and become operational for the duration of
the UN Ocean Decade, subject to regular review and extension as needed.
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