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“Promoting Ocean Literacy for Sustainable Development in the Western Pacific”

WESTPAC Intersessional Task Force on Ocean Literacy 

Mandate

The Task Force will provide strategic and actional recommendations on the scoping, coordination, 

and implementation of the Ocean Literacy portfolio of activities in the region, as well as  develop, 

promote and support ocean literacy initiatives tailored to the region’s cultural, economic, and 

ecological contexts.

Established during WESTPAC-XV at Tokyo in 11-13 March 2025 

March 2025
Established during 
WESTPAC-XV at Tokyo

May - June 2025
Call for Expert of Ocean 
Literacy Task Force

October 2025
1st GoE meeting: Scoping 
Workshop for Ocean 
Literacy Task Force, online

6 Jan 2026
2nd GoE meeting: coordination 
for Publication: Ocean Literacy 
in the WP, online

Nov 2026
Publish as an UNESCO 
publication

7 Feb 2026
    National inputs collection
End of April 2026
     First draft complete
May to August 2026
     Revise and feedback from experts
End of September 2026

Finalize the draft, initiate visual design

Progress



“Promoting Ocean Literacy for Sustainable Development in the Western Pacific”

WESTPAC Intersessional Task Force on Ocean Literacy 

Members

An open-ended Group of Experts 

(GoE) recommended and nominated 

by Member States, reflecting the 

multi-stakeholder nature of ocean 

literacy

15 Experts 11 Member States

9       Females 1        ECOP



“Promoting Ocean Literacy for Sustainable Development in the Western Pacific”

WESTPAC Intersessional Task Force on Ocean Literacy 

• Take stock of ocean literacy efforts in the Member States
• Identify challenges and opportunities
• Foster collaboration to advance ocean literacy in the Western Pacific. 

Objectives

20 experts from 11 countries participated the workshop
12 Presentations were delivered, covering:  

Participation & Presentations

• National development status of OL 
(Relevant policy or strategic 
frameworks, Ongoing or completed 
initiatives, existing tools and materials…)

• Challenges & gaps
• Suggestions to the Task Force

1st GoE Meeting:



“Promoting Ocean Literacy for Sustainable Development in the Western Pacific”

WESTPAC Intersessional Task Force on Ocean Literacy 

Scoping Workshop on Ocean Literacy in the Western Pacific

• Ocean literacy is gaining popularity, but efforts 
remain fragmented, with limited coordination and 
weak outcome measurement.

• Insufficient regional synthesis and cross-learning
limit scaling-up of good practices.

• Participants called for stronger international 
collaboration, including wider sharing of tools, 
materials, and best practices.

• Ocean research is essential to provide credible 
evidence for effective communication and the 
development of ocean literacy resources.

• Strengthen institutional support by leveraging 
existing national initiatives and institutions.

Key Discussions: Action Points:

1. Develop a WP regional ocean literacy synthesis: 
take stock Member State efforts and document 
good practices to enable cross-learning.

2. Explore funding opportunities, including joint 
proposals, topics concerning local communities 
and traditional/Indigenous knowledge.

3. Contribute to UNESCO/JFIT “Ocean Literacy for 
Journalists” in four pilots (Indonesia, Malaysia, 
Philippines, Thailand) to strengthen media 
engagement and ocean-literate communication.

Summary of the Workshop is 
available online, please scan the QR

1st GoE Meeting:



“Promoting Ocean Literacy for Sustainable Development in the Western Pacific”

WESTPAC Intersessional Task Force on Ocean Literacy 

Output: Ocean Literacy Outlook in the Western Pacific

Objectives

• Establish a baseline 

understanding of OL efforts 

in the WP region;

• Facilitate cross-learning 

and the exchange of 

knowledge, experience, 

and good practices

• Provide strategic insights to 

support the scaling up of 

ocean stewardship across 

the region.



Ocean Literacy for Journalists 

in Southeast Asia

 (Nov 2025-Nov 2027)

An exploratory initiative supported by the Japanese Funds-in-
Trusts for UNESCO



Why Ocean Literacy? 

Why Journalists?

• 56% of journalists identified a need for enhanced ocean literacy to improve coverage.

• 49% of journalists emphasized the importance of collaboration.

• 47% of journalists pointed to better access to data.

(Pulitzer Center, 2024)

Ocean science → public awareness → societal action → 
policy transformation

Scientific communities  policymakers  coastal 
communities  wider society



Objective, Outputs and Activities

Activity 1.1: Conduct 

situation analysis in pilot 

countries, to identify 

partners, assess gaps and 

needs, make 

recommendations.

Activity 1.2: Co-design with 

pilot countries a list of 

priority activities to 

improve journalists’ ocean 

literacy.

Learn by 

listening

Activity 2.1: Develop tailored training 

tools/modules and/or media toolkit on ocean 

literacy for journalists.

Activity 2.2: Conduct national training 

workshops for targeted groups of journalists.

Activity 2.3: Provide institution-based 

internship opportunities for young journalists.

Activity 2.4: Conduct guided field trips for 

journalists.

Activity 3.1: Develop a project 

website and other promotional 

materials to enhance visibility.

Activity 3.2: Organize 

engagement activities to 

analyze and consolidate activities 

outputs and impacts, identify 

good practices,  and enlarge 

engagement for replication and 

scaling-up.

Objective: to enhance ocean literacy of journalists or media professionals in the Western Pacific, by enhancing their 

understanding of ocean and ocean science, fostering collaborative networks between journalists/media groups and ocean 

experts/institutions, promoting regionally and locally relevant ocean narratives. 

Output 1 Output 2 Output 3

Best practices analyzed and 

consolidated for broader impact 

and scale-up

Institutional partnerships 

established, and journalists’ ocean 

literacy enhanced

A comprehensive 

assessment formulated for 

pilot countries



Implementation Strategy

Indonesia

Philippines

Malaysia

Thailand

Indonesia

Malaysia

Philippines

Thailand

+ national governmental agencies, research institution, 

universities, media groups, and …

Activities carried out in four pilot countries 

Task Force on Ocean Literacy
(including member from the Sasakawa Foundation)

Technical support

Lessons & resources

• National Research 

and Innovation 

Agency (BRIN)
• Universiti Sains 

Malaysia (USM)

• Ministry of Higher 

Education

• University of 

Philippines Diliman

• NATCOM

• Department of Marine and 

Coastal Resources,

• Chulalongkorn University,

IOC Sub-Commission for the 

Western Pacific (WESTPAC)



Indonesia

Philippines

Malaysia

Thailand

Experts for the Scoping Exercise

Indonesia Malaysia Philippines Thailand

Yogi Setya Permana
Climate and Environmental 

Governance
National Research and 

Innovation Agency (BRIN))

Siou Woon Ong
Public Policy Architect and 

Executive Strategist
Penang Institute, Malaysia

Frances Camille 
RIVERA

Co-founder,
Oceanus Conservation, 

Philippines

Pipope Panitchpakdi
Deputy Director 

General,
ThaiPBS, 
Thailand

To Identify media groups and potential 

partners, assess capacity development needs 

and gaps, analyze existing ocean literacy 

resources, and make recommendations on 

potential tools and activities.

Situation analysis in four pilot countries

15-25 Feb 2026
Launch an open call to 
Consultancy for Scoping 
Exercise (Output 1)
38 applications received

4-6 March 2026
Interviewed with 
qualified candidates 
from 4 pilot countries

25 March 2026
Conducted 2 rounds of consultation 
with 4 selected candidates for a 
quality and feasible technical 
proposals that tailored for national 
content and culture background

6 May 2026
Organized Kick-off 
meeting for Scoping 
Exercise with 4 
consultants

2 Jun 2026
Organized 2nd 
Monthly Progress 
Reporting meeting 
with consultants 



Key findings and planned activity in 2027

Key findings

o The Western Pacific has a strong and diverse foundation for 

Ocean Literacy, but its full potential has yet to be realized.

o Ocean Literacy is evolving beyond education and awareness 

towards societal engagement, responsible behaviour, and ocean 

stewardship.

o Diversity is a regional strength. The priority should be to 

strengthen existing approaches and institutional coordination 

rather than promote a uniform model. 

o Strengthening the connection between ocean science and society 

is a critical priority. 

o Investment in Ocean Literacy among young people is a long-term 

investment in ocean science capacity, responsible citizenship, and 

future ocean leadership.

o The Western Pacific's diversity creates valuable opportunities for 

Member States to learn from one another and adapt successful 

approaches to their national circumstances.



Strategic Recommendations and Way Forward

o Strengthen the Task Force's 

effectiveness and continuity through 

periodic membership renewal and the 

engagement of new experts.

o Facilitate regional cross-learning and 

knowledge exchange to promote the 

sharing, adaptation, and scaling up of 

good practices in Ocean Literacy.

o Keep developing and/or promoting new 

initiatives to enhance capacity for 

effective science communication and 

public enagement.
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