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1. Establishment

15th Intergovernmental Session

IOC Sub-Commission for the Western Pacific (WESTPAC)

11-13 March 20225, Tokyo, Japan
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1. Establishment
Feng Zhou China Second Insitute of Oceanography, MNR

Song Sun China Second Institute of Oceanography, MNR

Shenghao Liu China First Institute of Oceanography, MNR

Rikiya Konishi Japan
Ministry of Education, Culture, Sports, Science and 
Technology (MEXT)

Takayuki Izumi Japan
Ministry of Education, Culture, Sports, Science and 
Technology (MEXT)

Amehr Hakim Indonesia Ministry of Marine Affairs and Fisheries

Hagi Yulia Sugeha Indonesia National Research and Innovation Agency 

Suree Satapoomin Thailand Department of Marine and Coastal Resources

Chanakarn Thammavichan Thailand Department of Marine and Coastal Resources

Chalermrat Sangmanee Thailand Department of Marine and Coastal Resources

Marie Antonette Juinio-Meñez Philippines
Marine Science Institute, University of the 

Philippines

Hansan Pak Korea KIOST

Youngdawng Moh Korea Ocean Law and Policy Institute/KIOST 

Abe Woo Malaysia CEMECS, USM

Tan Shau Hwai Malaysia CEMECS, USM

Dao Viet Ha Vietnam Institute of Oceanography

Hoang Xuan Ben Vietnam Institute of Oceanography

Doan Nhu Hai Vietnam Institute of Oceanography

Open ended!
Extended WESTPAC Advisory Group Meeting 2026

IOC Sub-Commission for the Western Pacific (WESTPAC)

28-29 January 2026, Penang, Malaysia
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2. Capacity Development Needs

1. Enhance scientific research, marine 

technology and regional cooperation for 

ABNJ 

Scientific quality, research design, standardized 

methodologies, operational and safety standards, 

access to marine technologies, and effective use and 

sharing of samples and data. Regional cooperation 

could facilitate joint research, shared infrastructure and 

expertise, training, technology transfer and greater 

participation 

First meeting of the Intersessional Task Force, 15 May 2026, Online

2. Strengthen scientific capacity for MGRs, ABMTs, and EIAs in ABNJ 
Identification, assessment and management of ecologically important areas in ABNJ. Priority activities could include 

the textual and scientific analysis and operationalization of the 22 indicative criteria in Annex I of the BBNJ 

Agreement, biodiversity mapping and assessment, and training on EIA processes, including screening, scoping, 

baseline assessment, impact prediction, cumulative and transboundary impact assessment, monitoring and review. 
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2. Capacity Development Needs
3. Strengthen ocean observations, 

biodiversity data and capacity to engage 

with the BBNJ Clearing-House Mechanism 

This could include sampling protocols, metadata and 

data documentation, data quality assurance and 

interoperability, biodiversity databases, ocean 

observations and remote sensing, as well as technical 

capacity for contributing data and information to the 

BBNJ Clearing-House Mechanism. 

4. Strengthen science–policy–law interface 

and national institutional readiness 
Particular attention could be given to strengthening 

ocean science literacy among legal and policy experts 

To strengthen the scientific, technical 

and institutional capacities of 

WESTPAC Member States to effectively 

implement the BBNJ Agreement 

through enhanced scientific 

assessment, ocean observations and 

data, science–policy–law interfaces, 

marine scientific research, and regional 

cooperation and technology transfer.
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3. Initial efforts in the Western Pacific

This IOC  in-person training is a joint initiative aiming to enhance national and regional 

capacity for marine spatial planning (MSP) with tools applied to 

areas within and beyond national jurisdiction, including ecosystem-based and climate-

resilient approaches, and area-based management methodologies and processes.
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3. Initial efforts in the Western Pacific

Sessional Working Group on BBNJ ? To 

discuss the plan for 2027, 2028-2029
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4. Workplan for 2027, 2028-2029?
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