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Overview of Progress Since the Last Session

(WESTPAC-XV, 11-12 March 2025, Tokyo, Japan) and
the Current Status of the Sub-Commission

Wenxi Zhu, Tan Shau Hwai, Aletta T. Yniguez, SungHyun Nam, Vyachesla Lobanoy,
Kentaro Ando, Feng Zhou, Dao Viet Ha, Suree Satapoomin, Hansan Park, Chengjun Sun

Decade Coordination Office, IOC Sub-Commission for the Western Pacific Pacific,
IOC/UNESCO

Sixteenth Intergovernmental Session of the

|OC Sub-Commission for the Western Pacific (WESTPAC-XVI)
Hangzhou, China, 10-12 November 2026




Looking Back to Move Forward ! ,, (&
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Major outcomes of the last Session (WESTPAC-XV, 11-13 March 2025, Tokyo, Japan) . 2 omge  g021umwesee
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~  Senior Government Officials Roundtable

Tokyo SGO Statement : strengthen the ocean science-policy
interface, facilitate the exchange of national experiences, and
promote science-informed decision-making

I Regional Action Framework for Accelerating MSP (2025-2030)

I Establishment of six new initiatives in response to the needs

Prediction of Marine Ecosystem Changes in the NWP, 2025-2030;
Methane Fluxes and their Impacts on Climate and Ecosystem, 2025-
20209;

WG on Blue Carbon Ecosystem Restoration (Mangroves), 2025-2028;
and WG on Seagrass Research, Conservation, 2025-2028
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TF on BBNJ andTF on Ocean literacy

N ;
' Elections Programme and Budget (2026-2027)
Chair: Tan Shau Hwai (Malaysia) « Valued at over USD 6 M, serving as a guide on the activities that

Vice-Chairs: SungHyun Nam (Korea), Member States would like to jointly promote and seek funding,

Aletta T.Yfiguez (Philippines), Vyachesla Lobanov (Russia) either in cash orin kind, to support their implementation.

I Next Session and International Marine Science Conference!! Side event: National Decade Committee Forum
March or April 2027 in the Philippines
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PROGRAMME AREAS I

A: Ocean-based |
solutions to climate V
change e

B: Marine biodiversity
conservation, ocean
ecosystem and
human health, and
blue economy

Kunming -Montreal

GLOBALBIODIVERSITY FRAMEWORK

C: Marine Disaster
Risk Reduction and
Mitigation

An accessibje

D: Knowledge
development for
emerging issues

UN-42: WESTPAC International Marine
Science Conference (Contribution)

WESTPAC PROGRAMMES/WORKING GROUPS

2025-2027 (total number: 30 including RTRCs)
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Al: NEAR-GOOS e

A2: eCORE-SEAS/CoastPredict (SEA-GOOS)

A3: Ocean Acidification (SEA-GOQOS) as a part of UN 39

A4: Changing Asian Marginal Seas and their responses

AS5: Methane Fluxes and their Impact on Climate and Ecosystem in the Indo-
Pacific Region (2025-2028)

UN24: 2nd Cooperative Study of Kuroshio and its adjacent areas

UN46: Collaborations for NWP Marine Ecosystem Change Prediction

B 1 Coral Reef Conservation, Restoration and Resilience
B 2: Marine toxins and seafood safety

B3: Ocean remote sensing for habitat mapping

B4: Harmful jellyfish research and monitoring

B5: Harmful algae blooms

UN22: Asian rivers’ plastic emission to ocean

C1: Ocean Oxygen Network (WG) as a part of UN39

TF2025: BBNJ
TF2025: Ocean literacy
WG2023: Small island research and development

WG2023: Citizen science

WG2023: Traditional and local knowledge

WG2025: Seagrass Research in the Indo-Western Pacific

WG2025: Blue Carbon Ecosystem Restoration with focus on Mangroves

UN23: Regional Network of Training and Research Centers (RTRCs) on
Ocean Science
RTRC on Marine Biodiversity and Ecosystem Health (BRIN, Indonesia)
RTRC on Ocean Dynamics and Climate (FIO/MNR, China)
RTRC on Marine Toxins and Seafood Safety (I0/VAST, Vietham)
RTRC on Coral Reef Restoration and MPAs (UPMSI, Philippines)
RTRC on Plastic and Microplastic Research (ECNU, China)
RTRC on Coastal Contaminant Monitoring and Marine Innovative
Technology (CityU, Hong Kong SAR, China)

UN21: Marine Spatial Planning
UN39: Ocean Solutions in the East Asian Seas



Key Areas of Action fstic <
Strengthen the ocean science - policy interface

Intergovernmental
Oceancgraphic
Commission

of Ocean Science
2030 for Sustainable Development

e Strengthen regional cooperation mechanisms

Fourth Session
Seoul, Republic of Korea
22-26 March 1999

Eleventh Session
Qingdao, China
21-23 April 2017

Sixteenth Session
Hangzhou, China

First Session

Ninth Session
Hangzhou, China

Busan, Republic of Korea

5-9 February 1990 | 10-12 November 2026 ‘| 9-12 May 2012
! Third Session| Fifteenth Session
| Tokyo, Japan Tokyo, Japan
| i 26 February-1 March 1996| 11-13 March 2025
Thirteenth Session % 0
Bangladesh (Virtual) Sixth Session
22-25 April 2021 & © Nha Trang, Viet Nam e —
23-27 May 2005
Second Session Twelfth Session
Bangkok, Thailand — ) o Manila, the Philippines
25-29 January 1993 » 2-5 April 2019
o -
Tenth Session
Phuket, Thailand o)
12715 My Eighth Session
Bali, Indonesia
Seventh Session 10-13 May 2010

Kota Kinabalu, Sabah, Malaysia
26-29 May 2008

Fourteenth Session
Jakarta, Indonesia
2-5 April 2023

Fifth Session
Fremantle, Australia
9-13 September 2002




Key Areas of Action
Strengthen the ocean science - policy interface

i-.’

(©

UNESCO 10y vt
Intergovernmental anc:aa aslms )
Oceanographic 2030 ?or Susngmaiegavelmnt

Commission

e Advance ocean science and knowledge

The WESTPAC
International
Marine
Science
Conference
means a great
deal for our
developing
countries!
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Australia, 1986 ia, ia, : Korea, 2001
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Regional Dialogue on Co-designing Ocean
Science for the Ocean We Want, Online, 2020

2!

UN Ocean Decade Kickoff Conference

for the Western Pacific and its Adjacent Areas
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UN Ocean Decade Kickoff Conference for the
Western Pacific, Online, 2021

Vietnam, 2014
About 550 participants

China, 2017 . — - F— : Thailand, 2024

About 700 participants l ThilE '.._.--' ooy - . About 1200 participants
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Strengthen the ocean science - policy interface

Commission 2030 for Sustainable Development

e Strategic Consultation & Co-design and co-development

Senior Government Officials Roundtable and Advisory Group
l

= | [—

0 Fifteenth Intergovernmental Session of the IOC Sub-Commission &
€5CO. for the Western Pacific ( WESTPAC-XV )
Tokyo, Japan, 11 - 13 March 2025
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SGOs Roundtable, 2023, Jakarta; 2025, Tokyo Advisory Group Strategic Meeting, 28-30 January 2026, Penang, Malaysi
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ACTION FRAMEWORK

for Accelerating Marine Spatial Planning

in the Western Pacific and its Adjacent Areas

(2025-2030)

L=

/‘\ w Action Framework for Marine Spatial Planning in the Western Pacific (2025-2030)

This Action Framework (2025-2030) focuses on four ocean & people - centered priority areas:
1.Cooperation and collaboration;
2.Knowledge support;
3.Capacity development, awareness, and engagement;
4.Demonstration and good practices.

02

Regional Knowledge
MSPforum Development& (3
Transfer

Regional
Toolbox

e PE%PLE 04
OCEAN

'
Innovative % ;?é;;, ' Institutional &
Financing O %, Professional
NG, & and Capacity
05
Demonstration Stakeholder
07 sitesand Engagement &
Practices Awareness
06
Figure1

Action Framework for Accelerating MSP in the Western Pacific and its Adjacent Areas

o Accelerate marine spatial planning in the Western Pacific

PRIORITY AREAS OF ACTION

o
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2"d WESTPAC Workshop on Marine Spatial Planning, 14-16
October 2025, Chonburi, Thailand

Marine Spatial Planning (MSP)
regional training workshop
for the East Asian Seas

20~ 22 ALY 2028
Ranghok, Thaitand
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Regional Training Workshop 20-22 July
2026, Bangkok, Thailand
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Turning ocean science and knowledge into action

02

. Regional Knowledge
Our UN Ocean Decade Actions i Development & (3
MSPforum LN,

North Korea

UN21: Accelerate Marine Spatial Planning.in-the
Western Pacific

n L ||
Teoll ¥ _|d ict among conven! ors,
Jeollanam-do emerging sectors and marine el

protection

Regional
inalbox

Bangladesh QI nzhou

Myanmar *

UCEAN . ) . Philippines -
ChonburiThailand h._ s e

ambodia « effective marine conservation

*—Vietnam—,— + promoting sustainable blue economy

« disaster prevention
Koh Rong NMP Palau

Experts from 8 Regional
pert Support J ot T D Sy siutions
countries of the mspforum and L o _ S T —

workshops Y 05

Demaonstration Stakeholder

. . L 07 Sitesand Engagement &
De mon Strat|0n Nat|0na| Sta kehOId ers Practices D6"u‘farewess
6 sites in 5 7 trainings 600+ involved in UN

21 activities

regional GOE Office

Kedungsepur & Muara Demak e
e B e
Timor Leste + blue economy boosting
+ sea level rise

+ conflicts between the development of tourism

and transportation and marine ecosystem S iaharatl
conservation coastal aberration

on MSP

countries

Regional MSP  Establishment 1st WESTPAC  Unveiling of the  Field Visit to Training atthe  Field Trip in 2nd MSP Field Workshop focus
Forum of the MSP Expert Chonburi the Qinzhou Jeollanam-do the MSP WESTPAC Survey in on MSP and
Regional Workshop Demonstration Demonstration = Demonstration =~ Demonstration  Action MSP Expert Phang Nga coastal
Group of Site Site in Site, China Site Framework Workshop Bay Management
Experts Indonesia

12/2022 04/2023 11/2023 12/2023 04/2024 05/2024 08/2024 03/2025 10/2025 08/2026 09/2026



Turning ocean science and knowledge into action
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e Advancing blue carbon ecosystem research and restoration- Mangroves and Seagrass

Biwe Partnorsiip
Acties Fund
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Call for Project Proposals
Coastal Ecosystem Conservation and Restoration

In collaboration with the Blue Partnership Action Fund (BPAF), the
I0C Sub-Commission for the Western Pacific (WESTPAC) invites
project proposals to support efforts in marine biodiversity

conservation and coastal ecosystem restoration (e.g., mangroves

seagrass, and coral reefs)in Southeast Asia.

| Focus Areas

| The Fund supports research, conservation, and

| public awareness-raising initiatives with a

focus on:

Coastal ecosystem conservation and
restoration(e.g., mangroves, seagrass, and
coral reefs), as well as sustainable

TU RN |iV€|‘ih00(.']S.' .

Marine biodiversity research, monitoring,

VlS I 0 N and conservation;

INTO
ACTION -

« Relevant citizen science, public outreach,
and education activities.

Eligibility

Open to legally registered NGOs, universities,
research institutes, think tanks, and volunteer
groups in Brunei, Cambodia, Indonesia, Lao PDR,

Malaysia, Myanmar, the Philippines, Singapore,
Thailand, Timor-Leste, and Vietnam.

e Application
- Grant size: Up to USD 50,000 per project
o ct duration: Up to 24 months
i Application deadline: 15 March 2026 b
Application guidelines: Available here or by scanning the QR code
Contacts: bpaf@see.org.cn & iocwestpac@unesco.org,

Regional Seagrass Workshop
20-22 July 2026, Bangkok, Thailand

Blue Partnership Action Fund (BPAF)-SEE

2025EHREFTFITIS
BATHBERESAGIEETITS

2025 international Blue Carbon Workshop
Kickoff Work @ n Blue Carbon Ecosystem Restoration in the Western Pacific
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Global Distribution of Blue Carbon Ecosystems
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~ Source: The Blue Carbon Initiative, 2019
4 Mangroves & Salt Marsh Seagrass

Regional Mangrove Workshop,
6-8 November 2025, Xiamen, China
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Turning ocean science and knowledge into action

* Harness the potential of environmental DNA for marine biodiversity conservation

Open for fsm.c
Registration

Deadline: 5 April 2026

Training Workshep on

Environmental DNA (eBNAY
Applications in N\
Marine Biodiversity-
Monitoring and Assessment

y

22-24 June 2026 é/ 1 3
Chonburi, Thailand

~ Nt J iy
x 50 oy P e a ¥

Training Workshop on eDNA Applications in Marine Biodiversity

Monitoring and Assessment, (24-26 June 2026, Chonburi, Thailand)
= O A X

Training Workshop on Using eDNA for monitoring marine
biodiversity, (27-29 Nov 2023, Phuket, Thailand)

sampler sampler sampler

Surface water Surface water Bottom water
on board on board 1-30m,underwater
1-5L 50-100 L 1-100 L




From DNA Barcoding to Environmental DNA i B @
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Evolution of the Sub-Commission’s efforts in marine biodiversity research and monitoring

Bl Trsunisilneusudiuinalulad eDNA nieldlasinisnusguia
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WESTPAC 25" it

Marine Biodiversity / Portal S

DRMREEF-I inception DRMREEF-II inception DRMREEF-II wrap-up DRMREEF-III Reception Second regional eDNA training workshop
Bangkok, 5-6, August 2013 Qingdao, 1-2 Dec 2016 Seoul, 20-21 Jan 2018 Nha Trang, 24-25 Oct 2019 in Chonburi, 22-24 June 2026
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Training Course on DNA barcoding Molecular Taxonomy training o Ra—
Nha Trang, 20-21 April 2014  RTRC-MarBEST, Jakarta, 25 Sep- 5 Oct 2017 DNA barcode publications, 2021- 2022 i Y= First regional eDNA training workshop
in Phuket, 27-29 Nov 2023
2013 2013-2018 2019-2022 2023
Advancing eDNA applications

DRMREEF launched DNA barcoding capacity Outputs and Transition toward eDNA

WESTPAC project on DNA taxonomy Successive project phases: scientific
and coral reef recruitment networks, species identification and

monitoring reference information

Strategic direction: From molecular species identification - biodiversity monitoring - evidence-based conservation and ecosystem
management
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Turning ocean science and knowledge into action

* eCORE-SEAS: Enhancing Coastal Resilience in the South-East Asian Seas

GRS | CoastPredict : 1 ¢
sl —— - Project Objectives
E?IOBI:E-'['SEAFS d Overall Aim: Strengthen national and regional capacity to monitor, predict, and assess coastal hazards and
aptation run their risks in the short and long term, and to deliver knowledge, science-based tools, and solutions to build
Proposal the resilience of coastal communities.

g@

Institutional &
private sector
engagement for

Enhance national
infrastructure for
ocean hazard
monitoring

Decision support
systems for
sustainable coastal
economies &
communities

Coastal climate
downscaling for
adaptation
planning

Impact Forecasting

for coastal risk
management

sustainability

01 03 04 05
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Turning ocean science and knowledge into action

« 2" Cooperative Study of Kuroshio and Adjacent Areas (CSK-2)
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https://ioc-westpac.org/event/csk-2-third-meeting/
https://ioc-westpac.org/event/csk-2-third-meeting/
https://ioc-westpac.org/event/csk-2-third-meeting/
https://ioc-westpac.org/event/csk-2-third-meeting/
https://ioc-westpac.org/event/csk-2-third-meeting/
https://ioc-westpac.org/event/csk-2-third-meeting/
https://ioc-westpac.org/event/csk-2-third-meeting/
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Key Areas of Action-2

Turning ocean science and knowledge into action

« 2" Cooperative Study of Kuroshio and Adjacent Areas (CSK-2)
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The 2nd
Cooperative Study
of the Kuroshio
and Adjacent
Regions [(CSK-2)

® . The
5 <goral
Myfriangle

#9 5°N £ L |
120°E 125°E 130°E 135°E

Objective 1: Understand the Kuroshio and its impacts on global and regional weather and climate, with the societal outcome of
improving regional weather forecasts and climate predictions.

Objective 2: Understand the Kuroshio and its interactions with marine ecosystems, with the societal outcome of improving fisheries
and aquaculture management along the Kuroshio and in adjacent regions.
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Turning ocean science and knowledge into action

e Task Forces/Working Groups on Emerging Issues
Intersessional Task Force on BBNJ

High seas treaty To strengthen the scientific, Operle_nded' 18 members from g
countries

capacities of WESTPAC Member
States to effectively implement
the BBNJ Agreement through
enhanced scientific assessment,
ocean observations and data,
science—policy—law interfaces,
marine scientific research, and
regional cooperation and e e%?g’;fbgrezegggs’ 15 May 2026,
technology transfer.

technical and institutional
NOYY IN FORCE




Key Areas of Action-2
Turning ocean science and knowledge into action

e Task Forces/Working Groups on Emerging Issues

Intersessional Task Force on Ocean Literacy

WESTPAC Intersessional Task Force on Ocean Literacy

Group of Experts
Members e @,"
¢
Abigail Sisti Anis Faisal Reza Danfeng Weng
An o pe n_e nded G ro u p of Expe rts NOAA National Ocean Service, US Gugus Mn:ﬁ:zinl_ees?:k Selatan, ird Institute of Oceanography, China

by Member States, reflecting the
multi-stakeholder nature of ocean

(GoE) recommended and nominated g

em

Dao Viet Ha Ferdian syah Ferdika Faeyza Lal ith Ama aIaI Kariyawasam Mahad Mohammad

. Institute of Oceanography, Vietnam Coordinating Ministry for Human ~ National Aquatic Resources Research Universiti Sains Malaysia, Malaysia
||terac Dewv Ipm nt a dCIure fh dDeveI lopment Agency, Sri Lanka
iesia, Indonesia

Republic of Ind:

15 Experts 11 Member States gb

Mohamed Redza Mohamed
Zakaria
University Malaya, Malaysia

9 Females 1 Ecop %4.

Soyeona Pa k Su cha na Apple Cha vanich Syarifah Aini Dalimunthe

Korea National O Sc ence Department if M Sclence, Research Center for Population,

Museum, Repul bl 1 Chulalongkorn Uni rly and National Research and Innovation
Agency, Indonesia

Ay
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WEBSIPAC.  ynesco
e 2021 U tereoease
Pontagge tor 3T g;ﬁ;?ﬂ:ﬁmc 2030 for sustainable Development

Scoping Workshop for the WESTPAC
Intersessional Task Force
on Ocean Literacy

Ocean Literacy

builds stewardship,

boosts readiness for ocean risks,
supports sustainability, and
nurtures next generations’

care for marine resources.

Jointly, we will

e Share efforts on Ocean
Literacy in Western
Pacific

* |dentify challenges and
opportunities

* Inspire collective actions
T OCT 2025
Literacy in the region

!HF1I !rx
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Turning ocean science and knowledge into action

o Exploratory ocean literacy initiatives in 2026

WE;TPAC ES%)J @ Call for Entries
2050 M%“wm
THE
PHOTO COMPETITION
m
Ocean Literacy for Journalists
= In Southeast Asia
e ——,-LNQ—‘/2025-NOV 2027) Scan for details Scan to submit!

’ An exploratory initiative supported by the Japanese Funds-in-
" Trusts for UNESCO
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Key Areas of Action- 3 €
Mobilize Actions for the UN Ocean Decade

Unesco 2[]21 United Mations Decade
Intergovernmental n Science
2030 fsueminabis eveloprent

Regional Planning Workshop for the North Pacific Decade regional dialogue on co-designing ocean science we need

, — B 2021/Xiamen, China
2019/Tokyo & D-052GAR 22 2020/remote ; -

'''''

‘‘‘‘‘

THE OCEAN DECADE | 10 Nov2020
VIRTUAL SERIES Vi b (s o

226+ © 8=== 0 @ -8 =0 3G W Special Forum on the UN Decade of Ocean Science
for Sustainable Development on September at the X-
Regional Planning Workshop for the North Pacific Decade Regional Dialogue on co-design ocean science MAS, on 14 January 2021, Xiamen, China
on 31 July — 2 August 2019, Tokyo, Japan on 9 November 2020, Remote
T o BT | 2021/Vietnam
2019/Qingdao, China '

| “ 2021/Malaysia i ®> @
. 8@@‘33

VIETNAM MATIONAL COMMISION FOR UNESCO
Nmnu- MeAN | T | e ACRwem s VIETHAM NATIONAL 10C

'” 7 ﬂ . —g-:‘?:;ﬁ: e
e 0 = : “DECADE OF OCEAN SCIENCE

HIGH-LEVEL WEBINAR
Ocean Decade: Science and Policy Integration e @A A A = FOR SUSTAINABLE DEVELOPMENT

i e . ACTION OF 10C VIETNAM"

$4d828¢

"N T

o~ ) - i o il L

Time:  8h30- 17h00, April 16th, 2021
Venue Institute of Oceanography, 01 Cau Da str, Nha Trang

S S— WO o Nt S b
et el — S —— o Gt Dy Moty A G
A Gy $% @ St oo

ﬁn- on Do gngmeg T

National Workshop on the UN Decade of

Launch of Malaysia’ s Decade of Ocean Science for Sustainable Ocean Sciencg for Sustainable Deyelopment ’
Development, on March 29-31, 2021, Malaysia on 16 April 2021, NhaTrang, Vietnam

Workshop on UN Decade of Ocean Science for
Sustainable Development on 5-6 September
2019, Qingdao, China
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Mobilize Actions for the UN Ocean Decade

for the tern Pacific

/\)_ UN Ocean Decade .
(Qv’ Kickoff Conference
"
) |

By 2021 e cre @ Do @ o
@ 2030 L e * = 8% ﬁ) 9 * More than 3, ooo participants
UN Ocean Decade Kickoff Conference " ° High Level Commitments &

for the Western Pacific and its Adjacent Areas Paricpantogging i Stakeholder Roundtable Dia Iogue
Watch the Opening on November 25 at 1300-1520 Bangkok (UTC+7) V . f t h Y t h
Watch the conference livestream Opening ‘ ¢ O I Ce rO m e O U

- o «b %ﬁ

sz me=me | e 17 UN Ocean Decade Incubators

Inlroduclion 10 the Ocean Decade 8 .y
ra 0 s,,n Scienca We Need for the Z
Oma Vo VWant” X .

¢ UN Oc
Visdieor Ryatisin @ Kickoff‘

for the '

United Nations Decade
3 of Ocean Science
1330-1420 High-Level Segment — The ocean sustains lives and livelihoods, we must “think globally and act locally” to “make peace % \ g: !‘” Scstainabic bev S
with nature to deliver a prosperous and equitable world for all, leaving no one behind”. ' - wh

06206

- .
=
‘ - ) -~
H.E. Hong Wang H.E. Laksana Tri Handoko H. E Takuhl Yanagi H.E. Dalo Mansor Bin Haji H.E. Ambassador H.E. Armida Saisiah H E Shlgoru Aoytgl
Vice Minstor, Ministry of Natural Char \[;'.rr,1 Rosea Seor ristry of Ma.Theresa Parreno Lauro lejahbim Dir
Resources, China Irnovation Ager 'r-.’-,-'\':‘..u [‘J.-,a‘. ,4.' e iw'?: ‘J:u:v‘,r: l { I M " lu,u‘;." tary. Depanment Exac e Ur U )
ana e ( 30l E v »": and Water '.1:1.3.'.‘.1 ogn Affars, the F opines Naic
Con
UN Ocean Decade
Kickoff Conference
1420-1515 Stakeholder Roundtable Dialogue — The ocean and ocean science hold answers to many defining challenges plaguing for the Western Pecific
humanity. How could we unlock these solutions to sustainable development challenges in the region?
Panelists
(e
-
- U
Ronato u. So“dum Jr Minhan Dai Hide Sakaguchi Momu Rawanchaikul Maeve Nightingale Seung-Tae Yoon

,x-,a»r-.n- ary [ iment of Scence Acadernician of Chinese Academy of Presudent, Ocean Polcy Research CEQ. PTT Explocation and Producton Senor Programme Oficer, IUCN Earty Career Ocean Professiona

1 Y shr gy (DOST) Scences, Xiamen Universty. Chino Ir'h e of The Sasa :r wa Pe. Pubiic g.. mparyy Lenitod Kyungoook Natsonal University,

e Piy q,'.'w. F v..z.ln'u Ropubiic of Korea

Watch the YouTube livestream video! https://ww|C-westpac.org/decade-KmKo-co erence/progra




Key Areas of Action- 3

Mobilize Actions for the UN Ocean Decade

11" WESTPAC IMSC & 2" UN Decade Regional Conference

22-25 April 2025, Bangkok, Thailand
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AWESTPA sLonal Marine Science Conference
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https://ioc-westpac.org/conference-drew-to-a-close-with-resounding-success/

WINNER

500USD
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Intergovernmental United Mations Decads
'I}:E.l{rlluclg!dphic ZDE 1 of Ocean Sclenca

Commission 2[]3[' far Sustainable Devwelopraent

%P@C unesco @'
3

- 1,200 on-site participants from 4o
countries

* 25 Science Sessions structured
around:

A. Ocean process and climate change
B. Marine biodiversity, seafood safety and
security
C. Ocean and human health
D. Emerging ocean science issues

-1 Special forum with UNEP/GEF SCS
SAP

- 12 UN Ocean Decade Incubators

- 13 UN Ocean Decade Workshops

- 1 Townhall and 8 side events

- 5 WESTPAC Outstanding Scientist
Awards

- 8 BestYoung Scientist Presentations

+ 9 Winners for the Coral Reef
Restoration Photo Competition
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Key Areas of Action- 3
Mobilize Actions for the UN Ocean Decade

ZED Ty
A T e i aan

12th WESTPAC International Marine Schnelmnnce lf

12nd WESTPAC IMSC & 3rd UN Decade Regional Conference
20-23 April 2027, Manila, the Philippines

A My Account Q SEARCH

& +63 9194506688

=9,
-

=\ & :
AC g(g,:.»:.:' I0C WESTPAC 2027 e aBoUT. PARTICIPATION ABSTRACT SUBMISSION - PROGRAMME - LOGISTICS - @ “From Knowledge to Action:

unesco WEIP \;
" &Y MANILA, PHILIPPINES 2021
= ZI0 WA Connecting Sclence, Policy, and Society for a Resllient Western Pacific”

‘ The Government of the Philippines and the UNESCO/IOC Sub-Commission for the Western Pacific
(WESTPAC), together with a broad range of partners, warmly welcome you to the Conference!

th
12" WESTPAC International Marine Science Conference Call for proposais! i s i o
: 3 rd - - . . .
N & 3" UN Ocean Decade Regional Conference Ry | D R, | | e Wi
. 0aGiine 1o SUbMISsIoN eadline for submission:

Deadline for submission:

¥ - 31 May 2026 15 August 2026 15 August 2026
By m Knowledge to Action: Connecting Science, Policy, and Society for a Resilient Western Pacific Toprasont the Jstest For potential Decade For registered and endorsed
= evelopments in 0cean SClence ' programmes or projects to Ocean Decade Actions to review
T, and (elateﬁi' I:notwledge.l Eacc:’h catalyze partnerships and progress, strengthen
J: 5T SASSION Wiil-Tealling oralan initiate project development. partnerships, and discuss plans of
9 E.. © Manila, Philippines [~} 20-23 April 2027 poster presentations. sction for the Hit phiase:
-;i: Sl important Dates
e,
i . y 31May 2026  Deadline for Scientific Session proposal submissions
I ® CONFERENCE BEGINS IN :
15 June 2026 Openm$ date for
o s i . i . * Conference registration
- 0pe|:“ng_ day' 20 Apr“ 2027’ « Scientific Session abstract submissions
Manila time « ECOP Travel Grant application
* ECOP Best Oral & Poster Presentation Award application
—_— 15 August 2026  Deadline for submission of Decade Action Incubator &
® Decade Action Workshop proposals
1 15 November 2026  Deadline for:
167 09 34 « Scientific Session abstract submissions
* ECOP Trave! Grant application
DAYS HRS MIN » ECOP Best Oral & Poster Presentation Award application
L 15 December 2026  Notification of Scientific Session abstract acceptance and
° a ECOP Travel Grant results

In partnership with

«3 https://ioc-westpac.org/event/imsci2

locwestpac@unesco.org
i unacom@dfa.gov.ph
locwestpac2027@gmail.com
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Mobilize Actions for the UN Ocean Decade

UN-21: Accelerate Marine Spatial Planning in the Western Pacific and its adjacent region
UN-22: Stem the tide of Asian’s riverine plastic emission into the ocean

UN-23: Accelerating Capacity Development Transformations in the Western Pacific -
Regional Network of Training and Research Centers (RTRCs) on Marine Science

UN-24: Explore the strongest ocean current in the Western Pacific: 2nd Cooperative Study

of Kuroshio and its adjacent regions (CSK-2)

B M (. 10CWESTPAC 2027
o F - WESTPAC i Ny
UN-39: Ocean Solutions in the East Asian Seas :uzgggcn N \mﬁ' MANILA, PHILIPPINES

UN-42: WESTPAC International Marine Science Conference
UN-46: Collaborations for NWP Marine Ecosystem Prediction (COSMEC)
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KeyAreas of Action-

Capacity building for development

[IOC Regional Subsidiary Bodies] are the most
efficient platforms for co-designing and
co-delivering I0C capacity development activities
with Member States, leaving no one behind.

R A N g
Weddell Sea, Antarctica
I. Noyan Yilmaz/Shutterstock.com

From the IOC Medium Term Strategy (2022-2029)

”Training Throy
€ngagement of ¢
WESTPAC researc

gh Research” via the

arly career scientist

into
h Programmes

Integrated capacity development tools

I,.-l'.-.’

) i

E [ ]

EY - @

'=,a e . & U nesco 2[]21 United Nations Decade

P S e 2030 & Sl Seviopmen
Empowerment
Integration
Adaptability

Moving beyond isolated
training activities towards
sustained institutional
capacity, collaborative
action, and long-term
regional impact.
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BELOW WATER

1o Delivering knowledge and services WL unesco [

Commission

to serve the needs for ocean sustainability

SDG 14.A: Increase scientific knowledge, develop research

capacity and transfer of marine technology

*  UNESCO/IOCRegional Network of Training and
Research Centers (RTRCs) RTRC specialized trainings and research for SDGs

1 Marine biodiversity and ecosystem health

_ é"’
(BRIN, Jakarta, Indonesia) 5;:5;:3_.35_5;_2

1 Coral reef restoration and MPAs
( Bolinao, the Philippines)

Marine Toxins and Seafood Safety

| Marine toxins and seafood safety Ouean Dynamics and Climate st ofOcaanograpny. Vievam
. First Institute of Oceanography, MNR, China
( N h d Tra N g / V | et Na m) Marine Biodiversity and Ecosystem Healith,

Indonesian Institute of Sciences

1 Marine plastic debris and microplastic
(Shanghai, China)

| Ocean dynamics and climate (Qingdao, China) Reef Management and Restoration

Marine Plastic Debris and Microplastics
East China Normal University

Marine Biological Center, Thailand

A

More RTRCs under establlshment based on “*demand
driven”, specialization, and willingness. .
24

| Coastal contaminant monitoring and marine
innovative technology. (Hong Kong SAR, China)



WA

|
I
WA

\’\\\ 0} ,

= AT

= == 1

- By B

i Taillored RN

i; L 7

nationaland gl ©
[t

International ! 3

. =

trainings 18

A ‘

KeyAreas of Action-
Capacity building for development

Remote Sensing for Small Island Environment
Mapping, 24-28 Nov 2025

CALL FOR APPLICATIONS

IN-PERSON TRAINING

BUILDING CAPACITY ON BIODIVERSITY-
INCLUSIVE AND CLIMATE-SMART MSP AND
AREA-BASED MANAGEMENT FOR ABNJ

@ OPEN TO CANDIDATES FROM THE PACIFIC ISLANDS | T
@ DEADLINE FOR APPLICATIONS: 30 APRIL 2026 i BUILDING C,JA',’_f‘c'

®4& ©

TY ON BIODIVERSITY-INCLUSIVE L
P AND AREA-BA MA 1ENT FOR ABNJ

Marine Spatial Planning

Area-Based Management for ABNJ
20-22 July 2026

13-17 Jul 2026



Financial statu fomic oo @ nnnnnn o

nnnnnnnnnnnnnnnnnn

n Oceanographic 2030 ?Jros??tgifacéﬁ mmmmmmm
|OC Regular Budget Allocation to WESTPAC

Biennium WESTPAC 10C |OC Total Percentage

(Activity) (Activity) | (Activity + Staff) (Activity)
2010—2011

0,370 ,120,660 453,31 1.293%

(35C/5) 40,37 3 9,453,317 93%
2012—2013 30,000 889,697 7,531,799 3.372%
2014—2015 30,000+65,000=95,000| 3,088,921 9,720,997 3.075%
2016—2017 60,000+139,910=199,910| 5,296,270 13,860,900 3.774%
2018—2019 40,000+75,000=115,000| 2,659,100 10,681,300 4-.325%
202072022 4,0,000+74,977=114,977| 2,798,304 11,162,410 4.109%
(4OC/5) / I/ / / I/ / I/ =
2022—2023 26,970+50,570=77,540 2,152,185 11,218,153 3.603%
2024—2025 | 80,000+248,478=328,478| 9,112,681 20,982, 814 3.605%
2026-202 ,175+185,161=238,336




|OC Sub- Commission for the Western Pacif

WESTPAC

Demonstrated Comparative Strengths == mmm

I ' Responsiveness to Member States’ needs

I a Intergovernmental platform

Science-based, solutions-oriented
partnerships and networks

Capacity development and knowledge
sharing

Global-regional- national linkage

4

Regional ownership and joint implementation O

Addressing evolving national priorities and emerging regional
challenges

Convening Member States, building consensus and fostering
trust

Connecting scientific expertise, institutions, policymakers and
stakeholders

Co-developing, co-implementing and jointly supporting
Initiatives

Strengthening national capabilities and facilitating knowledge
and technology transfer

Translating global priorities into regional cooperation and
national action

Driven by Member States’ needs, powered by science and partnerships, and committed to collective action.




i Intergovernmental Oceanographic Commission (IOC) of UNESCO

unesc

A collaboration platform for Member States, globally and regionally

0000

Ocean Ocean Data Ocean Ocean
Observations Exchange Science Services

Capacity Development

of output is produced by Member State experts,

not by the Secretariat alone.




iy < Intergovernmental Oceanographic Commission (IOC) of UNESCO

unesco

A collaboration platform for Member States, globally and regionally

005000

Ocean Ocean Data Ocean Ocean

Actions and
Observations Exchange Science Services Solutions !

Capacity Development Inform marine spatial

planning, policy,
governance, disaster
risk reduction;
Practical solutions for
conservation,
restoration, coastal

of output is produced by Member State experts, resl»lili?nce, and
pollution;

not by the Secretariat alone.
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Bridging global priorities with regional needs and national actio 5
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United to Deliver Better The need is great
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The UNBO Initiative is about building a simpler, more effective T h e g O a | I S C | e a r
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St ren gt h enin 9 U N E S C O scom pa rat IVE a dva nta 9 € Sl Efficiencies & Institutional Man_date Implementation Structural Adjustments
organizational effectiveness, programme coherence and mprovements Review

regional delivery to better serve Member States. et
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Key Ocean-Climate Events in the Western Pacific 2025-202 Glait B ©

Intergovernmental 2[] 2 1 et g

of Ocean Science
2030 for Sustainable Development

Oceancgraphic
Commission

Marine heatwaves, Extreme typhoons and cyclones, coral bleaching and ENSO

Super Typhoon Ragasa — Sep 2025

.

R
Super Typhoon Ragasa’s

path of destruction across
east Asia- in pictures

Super Typhoon Ragasa is the strongest storm of N - .
) ig%ztan(&llis now bearing down on China’s southern Before—and—after Satelllte Images reveal massive
60°E 100°E 140°E 180° 140°W 100°W L eom destruction from cyclones in Asia
O —— Dugong numbers plummet amid seagrass - I
. . | . | gong ersp 9 El Nifio - South Oscillation (ENSO) 2025-2027
No MHW Moderate Strong Severe Extreme decline in Thailand's Andaman Sea

Maximum Category in 2025

Coral bleaching 2025

Worst bleaching event on
record for WA coral reefs
following long lasting and
widespread marine
heatwave

ECMWF SEASS (01 002) Sea Surface Temp Anomaly
—
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*C.5 3 -2 -1 0 1 2
A recovery team collect a body for necropsy. Image courtesy of Theerasak Saksritawee. October 2026 (o i
o)eX XeoXe) _—

Image: Forecast sea surface temperature anomaly in October 2026, showing a distinctive El Nifio pattern in the Pacific Ocean.
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Intergovernmental

Critical institutional challenge

mmission

1. Critical human resource constraints at the
WESTPAC Office, with only one core IOC
professional post at the WESTPAC Office

undertaking multiple tasks.

2. MS' unequal capacity for international
engagement in [OC key policy discussions,
strategic process, and program development.

3. Continuously evolving ocean governance
structure at the national level, with uncertain or
potentially adverse implications for the
effectiveness of IOC national coordinating bodies
and national engagement
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* |10C's regional subsidiary bodies should not be viewed
merely as implementation arms of global programmes,
but as strategic mechanisms for shaping I0OC's agenda
from the bottom up, while translating its global
scientific strengths into tangible regional and national
benefits.

* Ongoing IOC consultation process will provide fresh
momentum for addressing the role of IOCRSBs, and
building a stronger, more effective I0C.
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