ACCELERATING

OCEAN SCIENCE SOLUTIONS
FOR SUSTAINABI 3L
DEVELOPMENT:"

Summary of the 2nd UN Ocean Decade
Regional Conference & 11th WESTPAC
International Marine Science Conference

22-25 April 2024, Bangkok, Thailand

=0, ™
@ WESTPAC.
% >we §

2021 of(sh;:eaNa ions E:cads

KN
Scien %, S
2030 for Sustalnatllle Developmel nt o dgeton?®




©
=
=
=
]
(@)
(@]
f=
]
@
'_
=)
a
(o))
@
[
(o))
=
|
-
>
I
=2
[on

1. Background

The Western Pacific and its adjacent areas

are the most densely populated region and
home to the highest level of marine biodiversity
and endemism in the world. As its position as
the growth engine of the world economy has
intensified in recent years, escalating human
activities have been putting the ocean under
the risk of irreversible damage. Achieving
ocean sustainability in this region is vital for the
survival and prosperity of not only the people
and countries within the region but also those
around the world.

The advancement of ocean science and
international cooperation is essential for the
sustainable development of ocean, marine
and coastal resources. Since 1986, the I0C*
Sub-Commission for the Western Pacific
(WESTPAC) has organized the WESTPAC

International Scientific Symposium every
three years, hosted by Member States on a
rotational basis. Its primary objectives are

to foster the exchange of the latest marine
scientific knowledge, methodology, and
technological advancements, while promoting
international cooperation among individuals,
institutions, and Member States in the region.

Over the past decade, the WESTPAC
International Scientific Symposium - renamed
in 2014 as the ‘WESTPAC International Marine
Science Conference’ - has grown into one of
the largest international conferences in the
region for marine research communities and
ocean stakeholders from diverse sectors. It
has become a cornerstone event for advancing
ocean knowledge, fostering multi- and trans-
disciplinary collaboration, and strengthening
partnerships among scientists, resource
managers, governmental officers, private/
business sectors, NGOs, and foundations

*|OC - Intergovernmental Oceanographic Commission of UNESCO




towards the improvement in management
practices and decision-making processes for
the conservation and sustainable use of ocean,
seas and marine resources for sustainable
development.

To ensure ocean science can fully support
countries in achieving the 2030 Agenda, the
United Nations General Assembly proclaimed
in 2017 a Decade of Ocean Science for
Sustainable Development (2021-2030) (the
‘Ocean Decade’). The Ocean Decade provides
a critically important convening framework
for scientists and stakeholders from diverse
sectors to co-design ocean science solutions
to achieve the 2030 Agenda. The UNGA
mandated IOC/UNESCO to coordinate the
preparations and implementation of the
Decade.

Responding to the global call for actions, the
Sub-Commission organized the UN Ocean
Decade Regional Kick-off Conference for the
Western Pacific and its adjacent areas on
25-26 November 2021, marking the beginning
of region-wide efforts in the development and
implementation of substantive Decade Actions.

Three years later, the Sub-Commission,

in collaboration with the Government of
Thailand, Ministry of Natural Resources and
Environment, its Department of Marine and
Coastal Resources, and a wide range of
national and international partners, organized
the 2nd Decade Regional Conference and the
11th WESTPAC International Marine Science
Conference in Bangkok, Thailand, from 22 to
25 April 2024.

The event brought together a wide range of
ocean stakeholders, including governments,
research communities/academia, private and
business sectors, philanthropic foundations,
UN agencies and international organizations
(UNESCAP, NOWPAP, COBSEA, PEMSEA,
CTI-CFF, IUCN, SEAFDEC), NGOs and civil
society, to present the current status of ocean
knowledge, examine the past three years’
achievements of the Ocean Decade Actions,
outline future priorities, forge partnerships,
and further catalyse concrete actions for
transformative ocean-based solutions to
sustainability challenges in today’s Asia-
Pacific region, such as resource depletion,
marine pollution; biodiversity loss and habitat

degradation; climate change and ocean
acidification; and natural hazards.

2. Conference Overview

Under the banner, ‘We commit to accelerating
ocean science solutions for sustainable
development!’, the resolute voices of 1,200
participants, 45% of whom are female, from
over 40 countries resonated throughout the
event, held in Bangkok from 22 to 25 April
2024.

The remarkable turnout set a new benchmark
in the history of the Sub-Commission. Unfolded
with a prestigious opening attended by

the Deputy Prime Minister of Thailand, the
Conference featured:

e 7 Keynotes delivered by
invited speakers of different ocean
stakeholder groups to share their
insider knowledge and fresh
perspectives about the ocean,;

e 25 Scientific Sessions
dedicated to sharing and
disseminating the latest
knowledge about ocean priority
issues in the region;

* 13 Decade Action
Workshops to examine
development progress and
formulate action plans for
endorsed Decade programmes
and projects (Decade Actions);
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e 11 Decade Action
Incubators established to
transform ideas into concrete
Decade Actions;

= A Townhall discussion
centred on the outcomes of
the Barcelona Conference

and the Decade Vision 2030,
offering insights and actionable
recommendations to tackle
ocean priority issues in the region towards
sustainable development;
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«am °* A Special Forum on the
South China Sea, held in
collaboration with the UNEP/GEF
' SCS SAP project, reviewed the

project’s scientific findings and their
applications to local management in the South
China Sea and Gulf of Thailand;

« 8 Side Events were arranged
on the sidelines of the Conference,
showcasing the latest development
in ocean science and technology,
such as marine ecological ranching,
the ocean satellite GOCI-II;

« A Photo Competition on
Coral Reef Restoration 2024
to enhance public awareness and
engagement in coral reef restoration
and marine conservation.

Additionally, as a longstanding
tradition of the WESTPAC
International Marine Science
Conference, the Outstanding
Scientist Awards 2024,
presented on 23 April, honoured five ocean
scientists for their scientific achievement,
and great contribution to international ocean
science development and cooperation in the
region. In a bid to ignite youth enthusiasm
for ocean science and cooperation, the
Conference spotlighted 6 Best Young
Scientist Oral Presentation Awards,
and 2 Best Young Scientist Poster
Presentation Awards meticulously
selected from a pool of 300 applications.

The Conference culminated in

the issuance of the Early

Career and Mid-Career Ocean

Professionals Statement

(ECOPs and MCOPs), and the
Bangkok Declaration. These collective
commitments from all participants aimed at
accelerating the development of ocean science
solutions, empowering diverse stakeholders as
co-architects of ocean stewardship, nurturing
ocean leaders through widespread literacy
and education, harnessing technical and
technological innovations, supporting early
career ocean professionals, and advancing
international ocean science development and
cooperation in the region for a sustainable
ocean.

Lastly, the Sub-Commission embraced
the invitation from the Government of the
Philippines to host the 12th WESTPAC
International Marine Science Conference
and the 3rd UN Ocean Decade Regional
Conference in 2027.

3. Key Conference
Components

3.1 Keynote presentation

Keynote presentations were delivered by

7 invited speakers from different ocean
stakeholder groups sharing their insider
knowledge and fresh perspectives in the
frontier line of Ocean research, governance,







































