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INTERGOVERNMENTAL OCEANOGRAPHIC COMMISSION  
(of UNESCO) 

Fifteenth Intergovernmental Session of the IOC Sub-Commission for the Western Pacific (WESTPAC-XV) 
Tokyo, Japan, 11-13 March 2025 

 
The Auditorium, 3rd Floor of the East Building of the Ministry of Education, Culture, Sports, Science and Technology (MEXT) 

 

 
 
 

 
TIMETABLE1 

 

 Monday 10 March Tuesday 11 March Wednesday 12 March Thursday 13 March 

0800-0900  Registration Sessional Working Group meeting(s) 
Informal working session on the IOC and ‘Future of 

Ocean’ 

0900-1040  
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

Arrival of delegates 
and participants 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

WESTPAC 
Advisory Group 
meeting 
Venue: MEXT 
Time: 1400-1730 
(3rd floor of the 
East Building of 
MEXT) 

0900-1000 

1. Opening 

1.1 Welcoming Remarks  
1.2 Keynote 

 
 

1030-1230 

2. Organization of the Session 

2.1 Adoption of the Agenda 
2.2 Conduct of the Session 

3. Statutory Reports 

3.1 Statement of the Chairperson 
3.2 WESTPAC Office’s Report, including its role as 

the Decade Coordination Office 
3.3 Recent Development of UNESCO and IOC 

3.3.1 IOC Executive Secretary’s Report 

4.3.4 Senior Government Officials (SGOs) 
Roundtable  

5.3 Ocean Literacy and Capacity Development 
5.4 Knowledge for Emerging Issues/Demands of 

Member States 

6. Recommendations of the WESTPAC Advisory 
Group 

7. Establishment of new WESTPAC 
Programmes/Projects/Working Groups 

1040-1100 Coffee break Coffee break 

1100-1230 • UN 21: Accelerating MSP in the Region, including 
the Regional Action Framework (2025-2030) 

• UN 22: Asia’s Riverine Plastic Emission 

• UN 23: Transformation in CD-RTRCs Network 

• UN 24: CSK-2 

• UN 39: Ocean Solutions in the East Asian Seas 
 

 
7. Establishment of new WESTPAC 

Programmes/Projects/Working Groups 
(Cont’d) 

 
 
 
 

1230-1400 Lunch break Lunch break Lunch break 
1400-1540 3.3.2 IOC and Future of Ocean  

3.3.3 IOC-wide Strategy on SOPM 
 

4. Strategic Development 

4.1 BBNJ Agreement  
4.2 Kunming-Montreal Global Biodiversity Framework 

• Results of the 2nd UN Ocean Decade Regional 
Conference & 11th WESTPAC IMSC (April 2024, 
Bangkok, Thailand) 

• Towards the 3rd UN Ocean Decade Regional 
Conference & 12th WESTPAC IMSC (2027, the 
Philippines) 

4.3.3 Engagement with other Decade Actions  

5. Review and Evaluation 

5.1 Ocean-Based Solutions to Climate Change 

8. WESTPAC Workplan and Budget (2026-2027) 
 
9. Elections  
 
10. Date and Place of the Next Session 

1540-1600 Coffee break Coffee break Coffee break 

1600-1740 4.3 Engagement and Contribution to the UN Ocean 
Decade 

4.3.1 Ocean Decade Global Development 
4.3.2 WESTPAC led Decade Actions and DCO 

• Decade Coordination in the Region  
 

(Deadline for Officers Nominations) 

5.2 Marine Biodiversity Conservation, Ocean 
Ecosystem and Human Health, and Blue 
Economy  

 
1630-1830 

Side event: National Decade Committees Forum 

11. Other Matters, including reports of SGO 
Roundtable and NDCs Forum 

 
12. Adoption of Action Points, and 

Recommendations if any. 
 
13. Closure 

1830 NETWORK ACTIVITY  NETWORK ACTIVITY 

 
1 This timetable may be subject to further modifications, to accommodate side events proposed by Member States or others 

1000-1030 Group photo and coffee break 




