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INTERGOVERNMENTAL OCEANOGRAPHIC COMMISSION
"" @ (of UNESCO)

Fifteenth Intergovernmental Session of the IOC Sub-Commission

U n eSCO for the Western Pacific (WESTPAC-XV)

Tokyo, Japan, 11-13 March 2025

PROVISIONAL AGENDA
(dated 28 January 2025)

1. Opening
1.1 Welcomeing and Opening Remarks

1.2 Keynote

2. Organization of the Session
2.1 Adoption of the Agenda
2.2 Conduct of the Session

3. Statutory Reports
3.1 Statement of the Chairperson of the Sub-Commission

3.2 Report by the Head of WESTPAC Office on Intersessional Programme
Development and Implementation, including the Operation of the WESTPAC Office
and Decade Coordination Office

33 Recent Developments within UNESCO, IOC, and Their Relevance to WESTPAC
3.3.1 10C Executive Secretary’s Report
3.3.2 10C and the Future of Ocean
3.3.3 10C-wide Strategy on Sustainable Ocean Planning and Management

4. Strategic Development

4.1  The Agreement under the United Nations Convention on the Law of the Sea on the
Conservation and Sustainable Use of Marine Biological Diversity of Areas beyond
National Jurisdiction (BBNJ Agreement)

4.2 The Kunming-Montreal Global Biodiversity Framework (GBF)

4.3  The Sub-Commission’s Engagement and Contribution to the UN Ocean Decade
4.3.1 UN Ocean Decade Global Development
4.3.2 WESTPAC led Decade Actions and Decade Coordination Office
e An Overview of the WESTPAC efforts

e UN21: Accelerate Marine Spatial Planning in the Western Pacific and its
Adjacent Areas, including the MSP Regional Action Framework (2025-
2030)

e UN22: Stem the Tide of Asia’s Riverine Plastic Emission into the Ocean



10.

11.

12.

13.
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e UNZ23: Accelerating Transformations in Capacity Development in the Western
Pacific - Regional Network of Training and Research Centers (RTRCS)
on Marine Science

e UN24: Explore the Strongest Ocean Current in the Western Pacific: the 2nd
Cooperative Study of Kuroshio and Adjacent Regions (CSK-2)

e UNS39: Ocean Solutions in the East Asian Seas

o Results of the 2nd UN Ocean Decade Regional Conference & 11th WESTPAC
International Marine Science Conference (22-25 April 2024, Bangkok, Thailand)

e Towards the 3rd UN Ocean Decade Regional Conference & 12th WESTPAC
International Marine Science Conference (2027, the Philippines)

4.3.3 Engagement with other Decade Actions, such as CoastPredict

4.4 Senior Government Officials Roundtable (SGOs Roundtable)

Review and Evaluation of Regional Programmes, Projects and Working Groups for
April 2023 — March 2025

Note: Due to the time constraints, reporting will be consolidated and conducted according
to thematic areas of action, as specified below. However, each programme, project and
working groups will prepare the progress report in written form, which will be uploaded to
the event webpage. Posters of programmes, projects, and working groups are encouraged
to be displayed at the meeting venue.

5.1 Ocean-Based Solutions to Climate Change (Mitigation, Adaptation, and Resilience)

5.2 Marine Biodiversity Conservation, Ocean Ecosystems and Human Health, and Blue
Economy

5.3  Ocean Literacy and Capacity Development
54 Knowledge for Emerging Issues/Demands of Member States

Recommendation of the WESTPAC Advisory Group on the Future Development
Establishment of New Programme/Project/Working Group

WESTPAC Workplan and Budget for the Period 2026-2027

Elections of the Officers of the Sub-Commission

Date and Place of the Next Session

Other Matters

Adoption of Action Points and Recommendations

Closure





