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Background

• The ever-growing collaborative activities of the IOC Sub-Commission over the recent 
decades reflected substantive partnerships among marine scientists, institutions and 
Member States in the region in tackling various environmental, social and economic 
challenges, through enhanced cooperation in ocean research, innovations, and capacity 
development. 

• Various Programs/Projects have carried out during the last few years, and Working 
Groups have also been established.   It is worth mentioning, a network of Regional 
Research and Training Centers (RTRCs) addressing various ocean priority issues 
demonstrated commitments of Member States to collectively nurture the next 
generations- our Early Career Ocean Professionals (ECOPs). 

• To strengthen all agenda from research to policy,  which also in line with the national 
interest,  need commitment not only among scientists in the region, but also among 
policy makers/senior governmental officials.  Hence, Indonesia initiated, with the support 
of IOC Westpac Secretariat,  to have first SGOs roundtable during the .
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Agenda

• Senior Governmental Officials  from ten countries China, Japan, Korea, Malaysia, 
Philippines, Sri Lanka, Thailand, USA, Vietnam and Indonesia) gathered at the SGOs 
Roundtable, during the 14th Intergovernmental Session IOC_UNESCO Westpac region on 
5th April 2023.

• Indonesia, with the support of IOC Westpac Secretariat, organized Roundtable (SGOs 
Roundtable) to facilitate the exchange and cooperation on the agenda of  “Science we 
need for the ocean we want”.

• The roundtable, as a follow up to the high-level commitment at the UN Decade Kickoff  
Conference for the Western Pacific (Nov 2021),  has shared progress and exchange views 
on the development and implementation of the Ocean Decade, 

• We also explored new opportunities for advancing ocean science development and 
cooperation among 10 SGOs.
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Conclusion and Recommendation
• The Draft Statement was agreed by SGOs from 10 member states. 
• SGOs support all the statement which was called  the SGOs’ Jakarta 

Statement on the Decade of Ocean Science (5 April 2023).
• SGOs Roundtable also recommended an informal and open-ended 

Discussion Group on SGOs Roundtable, consisting the 2023 SGOs 
Roundtable chair country, and the Chair Country for the next SGOs 
roundtable, WESTPAC Advisory Group… to discuss the preparations 
and organization of the next SGOs roundtable in early 2025.
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