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Presentation outline

WESTPAC-XIV, 4-7 April 2023, Jakarta, Indonesia

Ø Introduction

Ø Timeframe and objectives

Ø Activities and progresses made from 2022-2023

Ø Objectives to be achieved (May 2023- April 2025)

Ø Plan activities for May 2023-2025 
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Introduction

Marine ecosystems face increasing pressure from climate change,

habitat destruction and over exploitation, threatening economic activities

that depend on these resources. Human activities in coastal and marine

areas have increased, and many activities need more comprehensive

planning and decision-making to achieve sustainability.

IOC-UNESCO definition: 
“The public process of analyzing and allocating the spatial and temporal

distribution of human activities to achieve ecological, economic, and

social objectives that are usually specified through a political process.”

§ About 100 countries/territories have MSP initiatives, ranging from

early stages to plan review

§ IOC-UNESCO identified more than 300 MSP initiatives (both

government-led processes and pilot exercises)

§ 38 countries have approved plans (national, sub-national and/or

local scale)
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Introduction

MSPglobal Initiative (2018-2021)

Ø International Guide on MSP
Ø Western Mediterranean (transboundary pilot)
Ø Southeast Pacific Pilot (transboundary pilot)

Ø Participation & Communication

ü About 5,000 stakeholders

from over 140 countries

ü About 150 activities

ü 10 technical reports

ü 6 policy briefs

ü 1 new guide on MSP

Updated Joint Roadmap to accelerate Marine Spatial 
Planning worldwide through 2022-2027

Ø Knowledge support for MSP

Ø Capacity building and awareness

Ø Transboundary cooperation

Ø Climate-smart MSP

Ø Marine protection and restoration

Ø Sustainable blue economy
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Introduction

MSP matters to the region

Status of WESTPAC:
Ø Home to nearly half of the world’s population

Ø Epicentre of the world’s marine biodiversity

Ø Significant contributor to the world’s seafood supply

Ø Major shipping routes in the world maritime transportation

Main objectives:
Ø Aims: Sustainable use of ocean resources for economic 

growth, improved livelihoods and jobs while preserving the 

health of ocean ecosystems

Ø Facing threats: Ecosystems degradation, Overfishing, 

Unsustainable fishing practices, Marine pollution, Coastal 

development, Climate change impacts
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Introduction

Development varies greatly from one country to another

MSP around the world according to the stage of the MSP process by April 2022. 
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Introduction

To serve the demands of Member States in the region which proposed in the

13th intergovernmental session of IOC/WESTPAC, the IOC Sub-Commission for

the Western Pacific, together with interested countries and their institutions,

proposed a Decade Action entitled “Accelerate Marine Spatial Planning (MSP)
in the Western Pacific and its adjacent areas.” This proposal was officially

accepted and registered as the UN Decade Action 21.
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Timeframe and objectives

• Promote and accelerate MSP process in the Western Pacific and adjacent areas 

in support of the blue development and the 2030 Agenda, By developing 

cooperation, improving the capacity for MSP, and demonstrating MSP in Member 

States in the Region.

• Apply and adapt the MSPglobal International Guide.

ØEstablishment of a regional network of MSP Experts and partners

ØMspglobal adaptation and demonstration

ØTransboundary MSP study

ØRegional MSP Forum

ØCapacity Development

Timeframe

April 2022– December 2027

(5 years) 
Key activities:

Objectives:
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Activities and progresses made from 2022-2023

Activities and progresses
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Activities and progresses made from 2022-2023

Regional MSP fourm
Ø MSP developments in most of countries in the Western Pacific and adjacent areas 

are still at its early stage. 

Ø Key impediments identified from the forum include, but not limited to, lack of 

policy framework/directives, lack of national authority in charge of MSP, limited 

technical and human capacity, limited access to data and information, limited 

engagement of the public, and financial sustainability. 

Ø It is important to work closely with MSP practitioners in each country to 

understand first their situation, help identify needs, co-design and co-develop MSP 

and associated activities, to serve their priority interests. 
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Call for member of Expert Group

Field of Expertise
§ Marine knowledge and research, ocean 

observation and monitoring, oceanography 

§ Marine environment protection and restoration

§ Blue economy and sustainable development

§ Integrated coastal zone management 

§ International ocean governance 

§ Marine and maritime data and information 

processing and analysis 

§ Capacity development and training  

§ Indigenous and local knowledge 

Term of Reference (To be finalized )

1. The group of experts will assist the IOC Sub-Commission for the Western 

Pacific with advice and deliver professional opinion on any matter relating to 

UN 21 project

2. Selected experts will meet at regular intervals both physically (at least once per 

year) and virtually (at least 2 times per year) through web-based conferences 

to ensure communication and consultation.	

3. Experts will be invited to contribute to the MSP development in the WESTPAC.

4. Some other relevant events identified by the IOC/WESTPAC, such as the 

regional forum on MSP, capacity building program.

Approximately 8-12 experts may be selected, taken into consideration
country balance and diversity of expertise.



Program Activities Objectives Expected 
outputs

Date and 
place

Funding Required

IOC Other sources (i.e., from 
national or international)

UN Decade 
Action 21

1. The Kick-off 
meeting

To establish PMO and expert 
group  

Officially launch 
the Action of the 
Accelerate MSP in 
the Western 
Pacific

2023
Qingdao, 
China 

50K USD from First Institute of 
Oceanography (FIO), Ministry of 
Natural Resources (MNR), China

2. MSPglobal
Guide localization  

To provide more suitable 
technology for the regional 
MSP

Report 2023-2025
Region

Depends on IOC 
Budget

200K USD from First Institute of 
Oceanography, MNR, China and 
China Oceanic Development 
Foundation (CODF)

3. Pilots project To develop MSP plans MSP 
Demonstrations

2023-2025
Region

Depends on IOC 
Budget 300K USD from FIO and CODF

5. Training To build institutional 
capacity and advance the 
MSP process in the Region

4 training courses Thailand, 
SIDS, China

Depends on IOC 
Budget 200K USD from FIO and CODF

6. Seminar
To summarize the existing 
outcomes and difficulties of 
UN Decade Action 21

Annual research 
report of PMO

2023-2025
Thailand, 
China

IOC-WESTPAC, FIO, CODF, DMCR,
PSU and etc.

7. Conference To joint release the Western 
Pacific MSP Roadmap

The Western 
Pacific MSP 
Roadmap

TBD IOC-WESTPAC, FIO, CODF, DMCR 
and etc.

Plan activities for May 2023-2025 
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Thank  You ！
Zhiwei Zhang

+86 19819986013

z.zhang@unesco.org

https://ioc-westpac.org


