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Accelerate Marine Spatial Planning in the Western Pacific
- 2nd WESTPAC Workshop on Marine Spatial Planning -
Chonburi, Thailand, 14-16 October 2025

DRAFT GUIDELINES FOR GROUP DISCUSSION 
(As of 10 October 2025)
Session 5: Group Discussions- Brainstorming the Way Forward

This session will be conducted as group discussions. Participants will be divided into four or five groups to deliberate on actionable potential initiatives/activities in the four Areas of Actions：

i. Knowledge support; 
ii. Capacity development, awareness, and engagement;
iii. Demonstration, good practices; and
iv. Innovative financing and funding opportunities.

Each group will identify a facilitator and rapporteur. Members in each group will not only share their ongoing efforts and experience, but, more importantly, provide actionable suggestions for joint activities that could be initiated, developed, or implemented at national and regional levels over the next two years and beyond, up to 2030.

Note: Please always keep in mind of “What, How, Who, When, and Where”.



Facilitator: Guides the discussion, ensures inclusive participation, keeps time, and helps maintain focus on objectives.
Rapporteur: Takes notes and summarizes key points, proposed actions, and recommendations for presentation in the plenary.

1. Discussion Process
· Begin by sharing ongoing or planned efforts in each Areas of Action (Institutional, site, national, international).
· Identify gaps, challenges, and opportunities that need collective action.
· Propose specific, actionable initiatives or joint activities that can be implemented within the next two years (2026–2027), with a view toward 2030.
· Use the framework “What, How, Who, When, and Where” to structure each proposed action.

2. Expected Output:
· A list of priority actions or initiatives, with brief descriptions.
· Each item should clearly specify:
What: What the key problems/challenges are? 
How: How to address them? And what activity, initiative, or support could be developed or sought?
Who: Key actors to initiate, or develop
When: Tentative timeframe 
Where: Possible venue, or place

3. Reporting:
· Each rapporteur will present their group’s main outcomes during the plenary sharing session (15 minutes per group).
· Please submit your notes to iocwestpac@unesco.org after the session for synthesis and follow-up.

Guiding Questions
· What are the most urgent needs or gaps in each Area of Action, requiring development and collective efforts?
· What existing initiatives or good practices could be expanded, replicated, or better linked across the region? Or what new initiatives or activities could address the identified needs or gaps?
Specific Discussion Prompts
I. Knowledge Support

What	
· What types of knowledge, assessments, data, or tools are most urgently needed to support evidence-based MSP at city, provincial/state, or national levels?

How 
· How can such knowledge be generated, shared, or integrated more effectively? And what initiatives could be developed, or what support could be sought?

Who 	
· Who should be engaged as key contributors or partners ?

When
· When could these new initiatives be developed, or support could be sought (within next two years, or beyond)? 

Where
· Where could be the potential venues, pilot sites, or platforms to initiate or demonstrate these knowledge-support activities?

II. Capacity Development, Awareness, and Engagement

What
· What capacities, skills, or awareness-raising efforts are most urgently needed to strengthen MSP implementation at local, city, provisional/state, and national levels?

How
· How can we address these needs? and what specific institutional and professional capacity development initiatives, communication, or outreach activities could be developed or scaled up?

Who
• Who should be engaged as key contributors or partners (e.g., RTRCs, government agencies, NGOs, UN partners, academic institutions)?

When
• When could these capacity development initiatives or awareness campaigns be organized or launched?

Where
• Where could these activities be conducted — for example, though countries, institutions, regional training and research centers, or pilot communities?

III. Demonstration and Good Practices
What
• What successful cases, demonstration sites, or pilot projects already exist that could be strengthened or replicated across the region?
• What new demonstration sites/activities could be initiated to showcase effective MSP in practice?
How
• How can we document, share, and promote good practices across the region and beyond?
Who
• Who should be engaged as core partners or coordinators of these demonstration activities?
When
• When could these demonstration projects/sites be launched, or scaled up (e.g., within the next two years, with milestones toward 2030)?
Where
• Where could be these new potential sites suitable for regional demonstration and learning exchanges?
IV. Innovative Financing and Funding Opportunities
What
• What types of funding support or financial mechanisms are most needed to advance MSP initiatives in the region?
• What specific projects or actions could be developed to attract investment and sustained funding?
How
• How can we mobilize diverse funding sources (e.g., government budgets, international donors, private sector, foundation and philanthropy)?
• How can MSP be better linked to national development, blue economy, KBF, and other frameworks to secure long-term support?
Who
• Who should be involved as key partners or funding facilitators (e.g., development banks, donor agencies, private sector)?
When
• When could funding proposals be developed or launched?
• What are the next steps or milestones toward resource mobilization by 2026–2027 and 2030?
Where
• Where could partnership meetings, or pilot projects be initiated to catalyze funding opportunities?
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